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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: In claims 31 and 32, respectively, 
"28" has changed to -30-. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art fails to 
disclose a decorative lighting apparatus, having, inter alia, logic which controls the 
plurality of lights including the first commonly-controlled set of color-controllable multi- 
color LEDS and the second set of commonly-controlled LEDS and configures to 
selectively illuminate the plurality of lights with a different holiday color scheme for each 
user-selectable setting of the switch, such that at least some of the different holiday 
color schemes comprise at least two colors in the first and the second sets of LEDS 
which are simultaneously illuminated along the light strand (claim 1 ); or logic which 
controls the at least two light strands via control lines and configures to selectively 
illuminate the light strands with a different color scheme for each user-selectable setting 
of the switch, such that: a first holiday color scheme has a first color illuminated in the 
first commonly-controlled set of color-controllable LEDs and a second color illuminated 
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in the second commonly-controlled set of LEDs which is simultaneously illuminated with 
the first color; and a second holiday color scheme has a third color illuminated in the 
first commonly-controlled set of color-controllable LEDs and the second color 
illuminated in the second commonly-controlled set of LEDs which is simultaneously 
illuminated with the third color (claim 16); or logic comprising a controller which is 
operative in accordance with software instructions to illuminate the decorative light 
strand with a different color scheme for each user-selectable setting of the switch, such 
that: a first holiday color scheme has a first color illuminated in the plurality of 
commonly-controlled set sets of color-controllable multi-color LEDs and 
corresponds to one of the following holidays: Christmas, St. Valentine's Day, St. 
Patrick's Day, Independence Day, and Easter; a second holiday color scheme has a 
second color illuminated in the plurality of commonly-controlled sets of color-controllable 
multi-color LEDs and corresponds to one of the following holidays: Christmas, St. 
Valentine's Day, St. Patrick's Day, Independence Day, and Easter; and a third holiday 
color scheme has a third color illuminated in the plurality of commonly-controlled sets of 
color-controllable multi-color LEDs and corresponds to one of the following holidays: 
Christmas, St. Valentine's Day, St. Patrick's Day, Independence Day, and Easter (claim 
30); and a method of providing a decorative lighting apparatus with a plurality of 
different U.S. holiday color schemes having the acts of: providing the decorative lighting 
apparatus with a first commonly controlled set of color-controllable light emitting diodes 
(LEDs) and with a second commonly controlled set of LEDs adjacent the first commonly 
controlled set of color-controllable LEDs; providing for a selective illumination of light 
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colors in the decorative lighting apparatus in accordance with a first U.S. holiday color 
scheme, in response to a first user switch setting of the decorative lighting apparatus; 
providing for a selective illumination of light colors in the decorating lighting apparatus in 
accordance with a second U.S. holiday color scheme, in response to a second user 
switch setting of the decorative lighting apparatus; wherein the first commonly controlled 
set of color-controllable LEDS is illuminated with a first color in the first U.S. holiday 
color scheme and the second commonly controlled set of LEDS is illuminated with a 
second color in the first U.S. holiday color scheme, such that the first and the second 
colors are simultaneously illuminated for the first U.S. holiday color scheme; and 
wherein the first commonly controlled set of color-controllable LEDS is illuminated with a 
third color in the second U.S. holiday color scheme which is different from the first color 
in the first U.S. holiday color scheme and the second commonly controllable set of 
LEDs is illuminated with the second color in the second U.S. holiday color scheme, such 
that the second and the third colors are simultaneously illuminated for the second U.S. 
holiday color scheme (claim 10). The remaining claims 2-9, 11-15, 17-29, 31 and 32 are 
allowed by virtue of their dependencies on the independent claims. Hence, the 
examiner has allowed claims 1 through 32. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Smith et al., Patent No. 4,675,575, which fails to disclose the decorative lighting 
apparatus and method thereof, as recited. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haissa Philogene whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1827. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MinSun Harvey can be reached on (571) 272-1835. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

hp HaissaEhilogene 
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